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CENTRES OF EXCELLENCE 

151. Mr F.M. LOGAN to the Premier:  

Can the Premier outline what action the Government is taking to support Western Australia’s applications to the 
Commonwealth Government’s centres of excellence program?  

Dr G.I. GALLOP replied: 
I thank the member for the question.  I am sure that all members of the Parliament are aware that I have 
announced a number of new initiatives under the Innovate WA policy.  This policy is designed to improve on 
Western Australia’s scientific base and research and development effort.  So far, to encourage more science 
teachers in our schools, I have announced that we will pay the higher education contribution scheme fees of 
chemistry and physics students who take up teaching.  I have introduced new science awards to reward 
excellence in science.  I have created a new research fellowship program to attract excellent researchers from 
overseas and interstate to Western Australia.   

We are also expanding and reinvigorating our centres of excellence program.  The centres of excellence program 
has been operating successfully in Western Australia for over a decade, with more than 35 centres created and 
more than $500 million of capital investment attracted to the State.  Our Government has rejuvenated and 
increased funding to the program.  Funding will increase by more than $20 million over the next four years, from 
$13.3 million to $34.3 million.  We have also reformed and republished the guidelines for the program.  For 
instance, our program will for the first time offer those centres in operation and able to expand the opportunity to 
undertake pure research activity.  Importantly, our expanded centres of excellence program provides Western 
Australia with the opportunity to actively and aggressively chase commonwealth research dollars.  The State 
Government has offered financial support to the Western Australian applicants in the commonwealth centres of 
excellence funding round.  We are supporting all 12 applications from Western Australia.  The applications 
include photoelectronics, microelectronics and information technology, robotics and artificial intelligence, and 
agricultural biotechnology.  Western Australia traditionally receives around 10 per cent of the Commonwealth’s 
research and development dollar, and we hope to achieve or better that in this round of applications.   

Our Innovate WA program is a very important part of our vision for the future of the State of Western Australia.  
We need to support research and development and, as we progress as a State, put aside money to create a further 
base in our schools and universities that encourages students to study science to become teachers and/or further 
develop our research and development capacity.  This is all part of our strategy for the future of Western 
Australia, and we want to ensure that the State of Western Australia is truly a State of the future.  
 


